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Discuss the following issues that are 
being observed on farm 

• Chart Recorders on Farms 

• Calibration of Chart Recorders

• Partial Pickups 

• Canning off of Milk at Farms



Chart Recorders for Bulk Tanks 

What Documentation is needed?



What does ATCP 65 state about 
chart recorders

ATCP 65.16(2)(c) A bulk tank shall be equipped with all of 
the following:
1. An indicating thermometer that has a range of at least 32°
F. to 80° F.
2. A temperature recording device approved by the division,
if the bulk tank was manufactured after January 1, 2000. The 
temperature recording device shall comply with sub. (3).



What documentation needs to be on 
chart recorders on the farm

ATCP 65.16(3)(c) The milk producer shall retain milk 
temperature records for at least 6 months after the 
temperature recording device makes those records. Milk 
temperature records shall identify the milk producer, the 
date or dates to which the records pertain, the bulk tank to 
which the records pertain if there is more than one bulk
tank on the dairy farm, the signature of the person who 
removed the temperature records from the temperature 
recording device, and any unusual occurrences related to 
milk temperature.



Calibration of the Chart recorders

ATCP 65.16(2)3(d) The dairy plant operator who procures 
milk from the milk producer, or a milk contractor who 
procures milk from the milk producer, shall calibrate the 
temperature recording device every 6 months, or more 
often if specified by the manufacturer, and shall keep 
complete and accurate records of the calibration. The 
dairy plant operator shall make the records required 
under this section available to the division for inspection 
and copying upon request.



Any Questions on Chart Recorders?

Now onto Partial Pick-ups of milk



Partial pickups of milk at farms

• ATCP 82.10(11)(am) Partial removal of milk from the bulk tank shall 
be permitted if all the following apply:

1. The bulk tank is equipped with a 7 day recording device approved by the 
department as specified in ATCP65.14(6). 

2. The bulk tank is cleaned and sanitized when emptied.

3. The bulk tank is emptied at least every 72 hours.

4. The bulk milk weigher and sampler indicates the time and date on the 
recorder chart when a partial pickup is made and when the bulk tank is 
emptied.



Partial pickups of milk 

The bulk tank is equipped with a 7 day recording device approved by the 
department as specified in ATCP65.14(6). 



1. The bulk tank is cleaned and sanitized when emptied.
2. The bulk tank is emptied at least every 72 hours.
3. The bulk milk weigher and sampler indicates the time and date on the 

recorder chart when a partial pickup is made and when the bulk tank 
is emptied.



Again these chart recorders need to meet the 
requirements as we stated in 

ATCP 65.16(2)(c), 65.16(3)(c) & 65.16(2)3(d)



Canning off of Milk at Farms

We have been seeing a number of farms 
storing milk in barrels or 

other storage containers in the milkhouses. 





Maximum levels of milk in bulk tanks



Measuring the milk in the Bulk Tank

ATCP 82.10(8) MEASURING MILK IN THE BULK 
TANK. (a) Before milk is transferred from a dairy 
farm bulk tank to a bulk milk tanker, the bulk milk 
weigher and sampler shall accurately measure the 
amount of milk in the bulk tank. The bulk milk 
weigher and sampler shall measure the milk using a 
gauge rod or other measuring device that is 
specifically designed and calibrated to measure milk 
in the bulk tank.



Maximum levels of milk in bulk tanks
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Maximum levels of milk in bulk tanks



The conversion chart must match the make, 
serial number and model of the bulk tank



*Weight Tickets
*Conversion Chart
*Measuring stick or sight glass
*All hauler information (License Numbers)
*Full or empty clean barrels

Then the supervisors will forward all evidence 
to our compliance staff to handle.

If sanitarians observe any evidence of canning off 
of milk they are asked to take photos of all of the 
following: 



Maximum levels of milk in bulk tanks

ATCP 82.16 False samples or records. No person may 
do any of the following, or conspire with another 
person to do any of the following: (1) Falsely identify 
any milk sample. (2) Submit a false or manipulated milk 
sample to a dairy plant operator or testing laboratory. 
(3) Submit, to a dairy plant operator or testing 
laboratory, a milk sample collected in violation of this 
chapter. (4) Misrepresent the amount of milk collected 
from a dairy farm, or falsify any record or report 
required under this chapter.



QUESTIONS?

Food Safety Supervisor Jim Pikka
715-610-4513
James.pikka@Wisconsin.gov


